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DETAILED ACTION 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
5 has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 10/31/2007 has been entered. 

Claims 15-30, 32, 35 and 37-40 are pending and being examined. 
Maintained Formal Matters, Objections, and/or Rejections: 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
10 in a prior Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
1 5 section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 

such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

20 Claims 15-16, 19-21, 23-25, 27-30, 32, 35, and 37-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 

103(a) as being unpatentable over Gross (U. S. Publication No. 20060067933) in view of Bram 
(WO 98/39361) and Yu (WO 98/18921). 



25 



Claims 15 and 25-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gross in view of Bram and Yu as applied to claims 15, 25, and 35 above, and further in view of 
Nocka (U. S. Patent No. 5,525,708). 
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Claims 15 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gross 
in view of Bram and Yu as applied to claim 15 above, and further in view of Creighton (1984). 

5 Claims 15 and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gross 

in view of Bram and Yu as applied to claim 15 above, and further in view of Alberts (1983) and 
Hu (U. S. Patent No. 5,932,540). 

Claims 15 and 17-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
10 Gross in view of Bram and Yu and further in view of Alberts (1983) and Hu (U. S. Patent No. 
5,932,540) as applied to claims 15 and 17 above and further in view of Ullman (U. S. Patent No. 
5,340,716). 

Response to Arguments 

It is acknowledged that applicants are in the process of preparing a declaration under 37 
15 C.F.R. § 1 . 1 3 1 to antedate the prior art and are also possibly going to provide a petition under 37 
C.F.R. § 1.47. 

Conclusion 

No claims are allowable. 

All claims are drawn to the same invention claimed in the application prior to the entry of 
20 the submission under 37 CFR 1.114 and could have been finally rejected on the grounds and art 
of record in the next Office action if they had been entered in the application prior to entry under 
37 CFR 1.114. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL even though it is a first action 
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after the filing of a request for continued examination and the submission under 37 CFR 1.1 14. 
See MPEP § 706.07(b). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 
1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, 
will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this 
final action. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should be directed to 
David S. Romeo whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-0890. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through 
Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, manjunath rao, can be reached at (571 )272-0939. 

If submitting official correspondence by fax, Applicants are encouraged to submit official correspondence to 
the central fax number for official correspondence, which is (571 ) 273-8300. 

Customers are also advised to use Certificate of Facsimile procedures when submitting a reply to a non-final 
or final Office action by facsimile (see 37 CFR 1 .6 and 1 .8). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding may be obtained 
from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications maybe 

OBTAINED FROM EITHER PRIVATE PAIR OR PUBLIC PAIR. STATUS INFORMATION FOR UNPUBLISHED APPLICATIONS IS AVAILABLE THROUGH 

Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free) for questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 



dsr 

January 28, 2008 



/David Romeo/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1647 



